Sudden bradyarrhythmic death in patients with the implantable cardioverter-defibrillator: report of two cases.
Two cases of sudden bradyarrhythmic death necessitating cardiopulmonary resuscitation in patients with the automatic implantable cardioverter-defibrillator are described. One patient had sudden bradyarrhythmic death while being monitored in the hospital. This patient could not be resuscitated and represents the first reported sudden cardiac death secondary to bradyarrhythmia in a patient with the automatic implantable cardioverter-defibrillator. The second patient had an out-of-hospital sudden death followed by probable cardioverter-defibrillator discharge, leading to complete heart block with escape ventricular rhythm necessitating immediate temporary pacemaker insertion. These cases highlight the need for bradycardia back-up pacing and event monitoring in the newer tachyarrhythmia management devices.